ROSS-----EOSSB.

them accompanied Captain William Parry
in his three Arctic voyages. He was pro-
moted to the rank of post-captain in 1834,
particularly for the discovery of the north
magnetic pole in 1531. He commanded
the expedition in the Erebus and Terror to
the Antarctic Ocean in 1839-43; and on
his return published & narrative of that
voyage, which had contributed largely to
geographical and scientific knowledge gene-
rally. Captain Ross was knighted for his
services, and received numerous other hon-
ours. In 1843 he made a voyage in the
Enterprise to Baffin's Bay in search of Sir
John Franklin.

Boss, Sis JOHN, Arctic navigator, bom
in 1777, died in 1856, was the fourth son of
the Rev. Andrew Ross, minister of Inch,
"Wigtownshire. In 1786 he entered the navy,
and'he saw a considerable amount of service
before the peace of 1815, which found him
with the rank of commander. In 1817 he
accepted the command of an admiralty ex-
pedition to search for a north-west passage,
and in April 1818 set sail in the Isabella,
accompanied by Lieut. Parry in the Alex-
ander. After passing through Davis' Straits
and Baffin's Bay the vessels entered Lan-
caster Sound, and proceeded up it for a con-
siderable distance, when Eoss conceived the
erroneous idea that the sound was here
brought to a termination by a chain of
mountains, and accordingly returned to
England. Shortly after landing he was ad-
vanced to the rank of post-captain, and the
following year published an account of his
voyage. His next expedition, in the steamer
Victory, was equipped by Sir Felix Booth,
and set out in May 1829. Ross entered
Prince Eegent's Inlet, and discovered and
named Boothia Felix and King William's
Land. In 1832 he was forced to abandon
his ships, and he and his crew suffered great
bard&hipB before they were picked tip in
August 1SSS by Ms old ship the Isabella.
In 1S34 Captain Ross was knighted, and
in the following year published a narrative
of Ms second voyage. From 1839 tiH 1845
Sir John ROBS was consul at Stockholm. In
1850 he made a last Arctic voyage in the
Fdix, in a vain endeavour to ascertain the
fate of Sir John FrankHn. He became a
rear-admiral in 1851.

Eoss and Cromaity, formerly two sepa-
rate counties of Scotland,, now united into
one. The latter consisted merely of detached
portions scattered over the former. The
county extends across the breadth of Scot-

land from the North Sea to the Atlantic,
between the counties of Inverness and
Sutherland, and includes the island of Lewis
and other islands. Area of the whole,
2,003,065 acres, of which 220,586 belong to
Croxnarty. The west coast is bold and
ragged, and deeply indented with bays and
inlets (Lochs Alsh, Carron, Torridon, Ewe,
Greinord, Broom, and Gairloch). The
Erincipal inlets on the east coast are Beauly
oeh and Firth, and Cromarty and Domoch
Firths. The peninsula lying between Crom-
arty Firth and Beauly Loch and Firth is
called the Black Isle. A great portion of
Ross and Cromarty consists of irregular
masses of lofty rugged mountains, some of
which are from 3500 to 3S60 feet in height.
Pasture of excellent quality abounds in the
w.j while good agricultural lands extend
along the Firths of Moray, Cromarty, and
Dornoch. Sheep farming and grazing are
extensively carried on. There are no rivers
of any size, but there are several fine lakes,
the principal of which is Loch Maree, about
12 miles long by 2 miles broad. The united
county returns a member to Parliament.
Principal towns: Dingwall (the county
town), Stornoway, Cromarty, Invergordon,
Tain, and Fortrose. Pop. 78,727.
Rossa/no, an ancient town of Southern
Italy, province of Cosenza, 3 miles south of
the Gulf of Taranto. In the neighbour-
hood are quarries of alabaster and marble.
Pop. 18,141.
Rossbach (ros^aft), a village in the Prus-
sian province of Saxony, between Naumburg
and Merseburg, famous for the decisive vic-
tory which Frederick the Great obtained
there, during the Seven Years' war, over
the imperial and French troops under Mar-
shal Soubise, November 5, 1757.
Rosse, WILLIAM PAKSONS, THIKD EARL
OF, was born at York in 1800, died 1867.
Though an M.P. from 1821, and afterwards
a representative Irish peer, Lord Rosse's
chief attention was devoted to the study of
practical astronomy. In 1827 he constructed
a telescope, the speculum of which had a
diameter of 8 ft., and the success and
scientific value of this instrument induced
him to attempt to cast a speculum twice as
large. After innumerable difficulties, for
every step had to be pioneered by experi-
ment, and after many failures, Lord Rosse
succeeded in 1845 in perfecting machinery
which turned ont the huge speculum, weigh-
ing 3 tons, without warp or flaw. It was
then mounted in his park at Parsonstown,
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